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IIow Th€ Spring of Contention Got Its Name

As told by Sf€wart Awust '3Pw" English to Msry B. Magofffn

In tle 180R, 35 miles norhwest of Satr Antonio, Texas, in BaDdera Coutriy thero
was a small commmity kiowtr a\ Pipe Creek. It was lo Pipe Creek rhar Lhe Andrecs
family emigrated ilom Bent Couty, Ala., around 1860. About the same time the
Prader family arrived &ere ftom Virginia.

A romance blossomed between an Andress son, John, aDd a Prather daughter,
Mertico Caldonia, and tftey were tnarried in 18?3. To this udon were bom eight
children. The oldest daughter, Viola, was bom in 18?5.

The Erglish family anived in Pipe Creck in 1872 wit! a thre€-year-old son,
Frank. Frank's parents, Willian tasl)er English and Nancy Blackwoll English, had
come from near Van Buren, Ark. Frank was rhe secod in a family of nine chil-
dren. Along v,/ith some farming, William Jasper and his sons maifiained dle Old
English Crossing on the Medina River to pay their poll taxes. Their old home is

As Frank grew up, tivo talents soon b€came evideDt. He had a way with horses
alld became a twister, that is an exf,ert blonc rider and hors€ tfainer. He also was a
crackedack pistol shot. He was so good that Remi0glon Arms hired him to travel
around the country demonsEating their various modcls ofguN.

If someotre tossed a tin caj1 into the ab, Frank would keep it bomcing uDtjl his
pistol was empty, nover missing a shot. Another trick he did was to tie a cotton rope
to a branch of a Oee, then wrap ahe mpe several times aromd the trunk of the tre€.
Franl would ride his horse by at a dcad nm and shoot ahe rope into five or six
preces.

Asked if his dad could hit a silver dollar tblowlr irto the air, Pug leplied he didn\
loow; wlreo he was a youngster silvor alollan rvere far too precious a conmodity to
be used for Eeets.

Frank went to Adzona Territory demonstrating Remington fueams and upon his
re$m to Pipe Creek, he felt in love with the neighbor girl, Viola Aadress. She \r,as
a young girl when he left, but had growt up during his absence.

Years later, Viola said when s1le saw ahat hardsome cowtlov dde uD oo his beau-
tilii white borsf. ber beanjust weot flilFflop and she hew he was tbi man for her.
They were married in 189 when Frank was 24 and Viola was 17.

Shordy after their marriage, they started west following a family tradition. They
wero accorDpanied by Viola's parents, her brothers ard sisters and widov{ed
grandnother Prather. The first stop was ar Eddy, New Mexico Territory, (nov,/
Carlsbad) where Fmnk and his father-inlaw helped build ihe Seven Rivers Dam on
the Pe..rs River 
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Tragedy struck then in the form oftyphoid epidemic. Viola's gradmodEr, Mary
Elizabcth Pnthcr; hcr molher, Mertice Caldonia Andress; her six-year- old sister,
Menice Zelma Andress and her new-bom broiher all died.

Fiiy years later, Pug locatcd thcir graves in a cotton field, indentirying drcm by
the big. flat malpai rocks which tho family used to cover the graves. Pug and his
cousitr, Alvin Andrcss, had a b€autiful bonze plaque placed at the site in memory
of iheir relatives. Since then, the drm has been renamcd Brandey Dam aDd enlarged
so the gnves and plaque bave been relocated.

Members of the Aralress family who survived the epid€mic were Viola's faiher,
John, who never fully recovered from ahe tragedy, and her fuothers David. Edwin,
Andrew, Guy and Don.

Frark and Viola eventually anived at York, north of Ducan h the Clifton_
Morenci area, where they setded. Frant and his brother, August, had a horse ranch
and they also bought wild horses and gentled them. During the yean at York, Clar-
ence, Myrde, Jasper a[d August were bom to Frant and Viola.

Frank's broaher, August, had bcen workhg on ranches near York before the tum
of the ccDtury in addition to bcinS Frank's partoer in the holse business. \vlcn he
heard of fte high wages of $3 a day being paid at the smelterc in DouSlas, AugNt
decided to move there to make more money,

Frank atrd Viola had a Dumber of other relatives in the Douglas area at dris time,
among ihem An&ew and Sibyl Prader (Sibyl was Frark's older sistcr). Thoy ran
rhe Prather Holae, which still stands at 625 l6th St. For many years it was a room-
ing a-od boardrng house for nilroad men.

Frark's younger sister, Nancy, married FraDk Sanford and ihey lived on a nnch
oD the eastem slope of thc Chiricahua Mountains. Their brand was the Mo*ey
Face brand, which combines ihe first and last letter ofsanford.

Anofter relative who livcd in the area was Fnnk's mother, Nancv Blackwell
English. She bad moved to Ncw Moxico where she hclped establish the town of
Rodeo. She had a son by a previous marfiage, William B Miller, wlrc had
homesteaded east of Apache.

The El Paso and Southwestem Railroad had reccndy beer completed between
l,ordsburg and Douglas. There was plenty of good waoer at Rodco, so tlle traiDs
stopped lhere. Nancy built a boarding house and cafe called Grandma's Placc
where she served meals to passengers ard crewmetr of trains while the trains took

Shordy aftei ihe tum of tlre ceDhrry, August English convirced his bother Franh
tbat he should come to Douglas where ihere was beser opporimity for work, so the
family moved. Wlile they were in Douglas, FraDt built the stone house at 1035
16tl St., which sdll stands. Merifn was bom in Douglas in 1907, so there were
four boys and a Sirl in Frank and Viola's family



Andrcv atd Sibyl Pralher, Fr2nkEng-
lieh's brother-in-la|| and sister.

August EnglLth, Frank English's

Frank a d Nancf Sanford, Fnnk Englith's brother-h av and sisler.



Auarst workcd for $me years al a s,melter dumping slag cars He rcaliz€d $ere

was;wca-k whccl oD oDe car. bul in spite ofbis requests it was Dot repalre! un

July 20, 1905, the wbeel crumplcd under a loadcd car and Auglst was latally oru_

oJ Uv mofeo "tag. ftonically. his wife was in thc bospjtal har ing tlleir baby laur

enceAusust. when be was n6hed there lodie

lrank was a very capable, comcientlous induslrious J€Ison and also very I'eF
sonable. hrg says Dat ifbis dad had a tault it wa' dra( he loved a cballengc'

While tley were in Douglas, Fnnk sta ed two butcher shops He would impo

steers fiom Mexico to butcher for the shops.

Puq rclales ooe dmc he rode into Mexico oo a carde buyitrg trip widr hrs papa

Hl?,:;iTi,s.l:,;l[T:g:'j;#H.'x;fi ffi i,:i:iJy"',"$;lTi;iil:
e 

"".0. 
ti*'r""^o"ta * bougbt tor ll pesos Tbe steers were hkeD loJack Shcp

i'liit iJ."r' . ir,i:;**ills oidK swiibeln Mouo*i.s. wbere lhev st,ved rmtrl
'they 

were fat enough to butcl&r'

\vhen Frank and Pug sayed overnight in fte Mexican homes, the pmple wotild

*"Ja ro'" 
""ii"a.it,r,e 

Lo,tse oue-r to tLet at nigbl Frani(loulddrrnnall dre

silver ocso\ outside the door to sbow hiscoDfidencc ixhis host luemoneywacao-

snlutel'v safe bccause they were guests in a Mexican llome'

Durinq thc five ycarr Frani( and Viola lived b Do0Slas thcy-hougbl scverdl lots'

t',itr ilrle louses-anO *ere doing very weu finatrciauy ln 1909 newsof-a go10

sr&e io Courdand hit Douglas. so Frank swapped hjs asselc lor a tedm.an( DucK

board, toaded thc family in and headed for Courdand wberc they lrvec in a IcnI

house for several months

Pue clcarlv remcmberq de niSht his fathcr woke lbc cbildretr lo see Hdlle) s

co.'ei ne preoicrct ttat ot $c; all. Men'fD mighl live lo see thc comcl ' rcrum'

DurinS the sojoum in Courtland, the family portrait was taten hrg said ihe kids

had a[ 6en ;iih some sort of summer complaint' which explains why they look

pe*ed.

This srouD rhoto o[ tire fami]y was ibc only lilencss Pug had of bic dad rnm3n]

v*rli;'t"i ri.'u."grt,lito a lL carsoo .a ptorographer in Douglas Pug askcd
him ifhc could ma*e a prcutre or'lusr rro'^' thicb-C'rson agrccd lo do .Ptig lold

ffi ii.:, ri*gnGi""i" timo beiore he would be back About 10 vcars later Pug
"rJornJ 

ana ialea on rur. Carson to see if his dad's photo was ready Ca$on

ffi;;;;;;; il;inutes' then assured Prrg that he would certair v have it

forhim the folowi4 daY!

Frank did not find the elusive pot of g0Ll (nor cven a small nuggeo in Couida l'

u"iffiti", ,, ii t-"0 out,'he didmeet a nan named carter' who had 1'200

heaal of angon goat! and no place to go with ftem 
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The upsfiot of this was thar Frank made a dcal with Carrer to lakc the goats to tlle
Guadalupe Canyon-Cloverdale area where thc{e was lots of oDcn ianse. The
agreemeor was rhat Fra* would cdre lur thc goats unrit r_bey wcre she;Rd. ar
which time lrc would retum the goats to Carter and rlrcy would split tlrc money liom
the wool sale. Frant and Viola planned to stan a small cattle ra;rch wid tbeir wool
money.

It was decided that Viola would live in rlrc Animas Valey. Flant buitt her a little
bo{se wrtb r cerDent floor iusr east of $hdr wac rhe Satrf;rrl Srorr al Cloverdate.
Cla-rcnce for C.J.). Mynlc aDd trrrJe Merv) n Iived d)c,e wrrh rhei. mortrcr and hcl_
pes ner.

Frank traded a brown mare to a man for his squatrer's rights ro rhe springs in
Guadalupe Canyon. Frank camped at the springs white ne buitt corrats aaa 6tter
lmprovements arrd maintaincd his claim to ihe warcr.

There werc two spru1gs. as Pug remcmbers, ..Aboul lO feet apa : one wrrrn,
Iust rjgbt to wasb your hanJs in. aDd thc olber icy cold. . The sprinrs rar vcar
roundand lhe warr flowed to rhe Mexicatr border aod bcyond.

Cuadahpe Canyon bcgins in New Mexico east of Butrk Robinson pcak anil runs a
southwestcrly cours€ for roughty l0 Driles. Thcn it cuts across tlc cxtrene south_
eisrem corner of Anzona lor approromalcly rlree sceruc ntiles bcfore enrering

Tbis lovely canlotr probably has oor clungeJ a grc deat (ince Frr'nI Engtish as.
snnEd sqlurcis righrs for ahc spring. TlLanks ro sba ow water, maoy varilcrjec of
uces ulrrvc: sycaDore. cotron$ood. ach. black wdlnut. oak and hrr(berry rs well
as ge uhiquirous me(quire and rdrer ctgcrita bush. Tbe mosr dramaric $;! abour
lie catryon is rbe dcse growrtr on lhe billsides abovc rhe rees. vividly i u;udrng
what a di ffcrence wa e r can male in ah is coutr try,

Ranch children in those days were a definite economic asset to their families aral
tr6( as soon as Lbey could lnddlc. rhey were eDcouraged to help. Jack (Jdsper), I I,
anq PUg. u4, wcre pur ur charge of$e goats. Jack Ia( keJ a .44 pistolon his sbout_
der until ir got sore. fien he d swrtch it ro Oe ofter shouldrr and rten eilher [in.
Pug Joesn l remember whcrher be c\er hnd ro use ii. but he drinks nor

Naturally rbe lwo bo) s explored Lbe counrry a(lllcy herded rhe goats. O0 one ouF
rng uKy notrced a cave hjJden }igb oo he siJe ofDe caDyon. Here h $e srory as
taken ftom a letter wriften by Pug in 1983:

, "WLco we first. moved to Cuadahpe Canyoo in the frll ot t910. my otdcr
brotber. Jasper and I bad l*cd away up in ge canyon abovc Lhe sprinSs wlen wc
stopped to rest. We l@ked across the small branch canyon to ihe otler siide anal no_
liced three men sitting on a log watching us. We could only see their heads and tor_
sos.

"We watched drm seveml minutes, then shouted to them. .Hello., Hello,o,o _



a long echo. Still no movement. We now decided ahey were not men. Jack sug-

gestei I walk over there while he stayed in place to dircct me

"I walked to the bottom of the canyon and ctmbed up the oiher side to some
hra; buff colored rocks. Nothingl Jaak kept ca[ing lo me and at lasl yelhd Lbat

tne"v werc riqhr behind me. I was aand ing again't a c lul0p of high brusb drat hiJ lhc
entiance to i small cave tbat could only be seeo fiom whcre we firs( Toded rt rte-

caus€ the brush covered it. I parted the brush and worked my way il1to the cave en-

Tho los tumetl out to b€ a low wall of rock built across the mouth of ihe cave,
mavbe tw:o or $ree f€rt hjgh and eigbt ftet loog The'meD'siltiog oD $e wall were

Gie lasrers. rhe *ay tte-y were located' drippirg water tbrougb lhc year' bad rot-

terione badly and splashed onto the sccoDd and roned cpors on it but ooe' me

largest, was in perfect coDdid@.

''My family bas given it a hom€ ahese 72 years and I feel it is a treasure "

Pus clearlv remembers the old lfimiSraot Trail trear Cloverdzle aad (ay\ thc

tracti *erc ptainly rnarked at $e lime fusmo$er lived there'

Onc afiemootr be aod C.J. wcu to \ isit the Autry family a couple,ofmjles lo the

sourh. On rhe way home Pug lagged behind ro dig a bit in a levee Atter a wnrle lre

climbcd to ihe top ofthe dike fol a look around.

To his holfor, there were a pair of wolves and tluee pups tsotting dlwn-thc tnil

toward him. Ncedless to say, he ducked out of sleht and made a beelinc fbr homc

where he figurcd l& has safe ftom detection by the wolf family

The boys Lerdcd tbe goats between Cloverdale aDd Cuaddiupe Canyon and al-

wavs spent rbe nigha at tle snrings wilh tbeir papa They woulJ lcave a lewof fte

kiJs inthe corral so the Dumi goats would burry home wlm it gol rlotrg lowaro

evening, leading ihe rest of the herd.

Carter batl a brother, Charles C. Carter, who was vcry ill with tuberculosis
Charles Ca{er ald his wife anal two small children tived in a litde shack at the

sodBAs wbere Frank lived. Frank. out ofde gmdncss of his hearr' look tie resnoo-
slfilfu of bokine afier tbe sick rnan a lus family. bopmg thc peace and qrLjet aDd

beaury ot the canion woutd prove lo havca healing effect on Carler's coDdilion

The man wbo kadcd his squatter's ngbts to rhe sl'rings to Franl for !_he bros'n
nure trad been tfuealeoed by a fellow oaDed Jim Mackcy wbo lived in Cuadatrpe
CaDvon. Mackev was oDe totrgb hombrc wbo wa\ repuko lo lrave kueq several

men. Mackcy was employed by Jobn Slaugbler to look out for Slaughter's inlcress

on the eastem boundary of Slaughter's ranch.

Mackev excbaneed barsh words witb l-rank about ftc goats louling $e waler brrt
*oo" *i.,.o.1. OnJune 8. 19|I Jack and Pug ate brealfasi with tbeir dad'

lhen left with the 8oats. About mid-mornirg Mackey and sD( ofier man rooe up



dismounted and again Mackey demanded lhat Franl leave and take the goats with
him, inmediately. ifnor sooner.

Frank, widr true Wcstcm hospitality (and no doubt hoping to calm Mackey
down) stirrsl the fire to warm up the coffce. He explaircd thar the shearer would
anive within dre week and just as soon as the goats were sheared they woUld be ta-
kcn back to Courdand to Carter.

Mackey continued to cuss and talk loudly, so Frank asked him to watch his lan-
guage as there was a lady (Mrs. Carter) within hearing distance.

Thc scven men fomed a semi-circle in ftont of Frank. with Meckev otr his lefr
sidc and Macke) s son oo Lis rigbt. Mackcy's son maJe a quick. duearening
moveDrent which disfactcd Frank's atrenrion. whetr Frank nrned toward the son.
Mackey drcw his pistol and shot Frank rbrough the chest.

As ihe bullet exited, it tore musclc in his dght upper alm. Fraik manged to draw
his pistol but was unablc to cock it since his right thunb was useless. As he attemp-
ted to put the pistol into his left hand, Mackcy shot hilil through the hean.

This account was givm by Carter, who observed thc entire incident fron the d(r{)r
ofhiscabin-

Wten Tobc l,acy, anoaher rcighbor (who bad bccn a friend and ncighbor of tlrc
Bnglish's at York), heard the shot, he came ro se€ what had haDDened. He imme-
diately seDr ooe ofbis sotrs to tell dc sad De$s to viola and he went ro Douclas lor a
coffin for Fratrk's body.

Jack and Pug were headed toward A mas when their mother came care€ ns
do$o dr lrail in lhe buckboard wirh rhe resr of rhc froiijy hanging on tor dear tire:
lmagine ahe boys' increduliq, whcn she relayed thc news that drci fatlrcr had been
murdcred. She }/ent ahcad aIId rhe boys rctumed ro the springs with rhe Soats to
find drcir beloved fathcr dead.

WIer the law arrived, thc order was given tlar Frank,s body was rot to bc
mov€d until a coroner'sjury could view rhe remains, which took three days.

Lacy brorght the coffin, so on the 13th of June, Viola, who was eiqlrt months
fregnant. and her sad family rook Frar*'s bd) to Dougtas for buriaj. trant lb
was bom about a month after his father's tragic death.

The goats were taken away by some rclatives afid Viola ncvcr realized a rcd cent
from the deal which had cost her so dearly.

\{ackey was tried for murder in Septembs, 1911. The New Mexico Archives
has the only matedal which exists. In case lilo #5930 it says:

That JAMES.MACKIY, late of the Cowty of crant ir ihe Teritory of Ncw
Mexico, on the eighth day of June, in the year of Our l,ord One Thousand nine
hundrcd and elevfl, at the County of crant aforesaid, in said Territory of New

I



Thb h one of several housea Frank English built in Douslas. It |/as at 1023
t6th st.
Mcxico, with force and arms in ard upon orc Frank English, drcn and there being
unlawfully, feloniously, v.illfrrly, delibentely, premeditately, of his nalic€
aforeihought, ard ftom a deliberate ad premediurcd design, tlen and there unlaw-
fully and maliciously to effect the dcath of hiil, ihe said Frant English, did make
and assadlt, aild that the said James Mackey a cerain gutr ihen atrd thcrc loaded and
cbargcd with gunpowder and divers leaden brillets, which gun, he tho said James
Mackey in his band then atrd thele had and held, to, at, against, and upon ihe said
Fnnk English, ttren and ahorc unlawfully, feloniously, willfully, deliberately,
Femeditately, ofhis malice aforethouSht, and from a deliberate and Femeitaited
design, dren and there unlawfully and maliciodsy to effect the death of him, the
said Frank EDglish, did shoot off and discharge, ard the said James Mackey, with
tle leaden bulcts aforesaid, out of the gutr afmesaid, tlen and rhere by thc forcc of
tle Sunpoweder shot and sent forth as aforesaid in and upon the body of him, the
said Frant EnSlish, then and there udawfrrlly, fcloniously, willfuly, deliberately,
plemeditately, of his malice aforeahought, and iiom a deliberate and pfcmoditated
design, then and there urlawfirlly struck, pcnetrate and wound, giving to him, the
said Fra* Bnglish drcn and there with the leaden bullets so as aforesaid shor, dis-
cbarged and sent forth, out of the gun aforesaid, by him the said Janes Mackey,
one mortal wound, or which said mo(al woud he, ihe said Frank E glish, then
ard ilere died:

And so the Grand Jurors aforesaid, upon thcir oafls aforesaid, atrd further say:
That he, lhe said JAMES MACKEY, him, the said Franft English, in manner of

form aforesaid, uolawfirlly, feloniously, wilfully, deliberately. prcmeditately, of
his malice aforeihought atrd ftom a deliberate atrd premediated design, thcn and
lhere unlawfri y and malicioulsy to effect ihe death ofhim, the said Frank English,
did kill and murder; contrary to the ftom of the statue in such case made ard pro-
vided, and against the peace and dignity of fte Territory of Ne\l Mexico.
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^Signcn by Fra*J. WriSnt. DisBict Attomey for lhe County of Crant, Teffitory
ofNewMexico-

I$credibly, thejury foutrd Mackey not guilry.

. Charles Cartor _was asked one question: , .Did Frank English have a gutr in his
hand when he died?"

Caner replied. "Yes, bur ..." inreoding to explain rhe circumsrances. He was cul
off, however, with "Thatrkyou. rlHCs all."

This itrcident gave the springs the name Spring of Contention which is on all of8-
cial maps,

It was suspected tbat Slaughter wanted Frank out of the catyon. Water, then as
now, was the lifeblood of a larch and control of waEr was vitallv imDortant to
Slaughter's operation.

It was 72 years before Pug retumed to cuaalalupe Canyon, but his memodes of
tlle scant year he spert ihero arc ctystal clear, especially of the day his world was
shafiered by the t{agic deatl of his father and his childhood ciutre to an enil.

Frank English's gu$elt, the hdian basket and a beautiful Mexican sombrero
ftom Pancho Villa's campaign can be se€n at the Cochise Comty Historical and
Archeological Society Museum ill Douglas. Tlanks to Pug's generosity, 6ese arti-
facts have a home where th€y are appreciated and treasured.

Aboutthe A thoft

P e English frtst tuade a lviDg as a
sleelwo*et irgtallng elevabrs ttough-
o$t the contry. He later bcame a sl.rc-
cessful reaibr ifi Alifomia. He died iD
1986.

MAry Ma8ofrt and her husbanil rrm a
nnch in G Adalw Cny@. Sbe b actiqq
sesew for tfu C@hise C4\nty Hisori-
cal and Archeaological Society and
chAirwoman of ihe s&iety's museum
commiuee. She Erst met Pug EnBIish in
1981 and conesp@ded ulith him uDtil his
dcath.Png English in 1981 .
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The Power Affair of 191E
and Coc}ise Countyts Psrt in Arimna,s Greatest Manhunt

By Dan R. Roberts

wlen brothen Thomas Power Jr. and Jobt crant power arose from their t€als on a
sno*y February moming in 1918. Iinle did they realize that in a few Donenrs Lhey
would lose tbeir farler aDd be otr rbe way to speodrg rhc greaFr pan of rhe resr of
uell uves ln nrls(m.

_ Theeve softhe eDsuing few momenis would bring the death penalty back onto
tre Adzona law tr@ks as we[. Cochise and Graham coumies would mobilize ovor
3,000 metr in the greatest manhu[t ever to @cru in tle scate,

Bloody gunbattles were already noled as pan of ArizoM's mo$ prom|nent his-
rory prior ro gainjng statehood in I9I2. Tba Earp-Claoron figbt in ToolbstoDr in
1881 and the Owens-Blevins baide at Holbrook in 1887 were aheady being ralked
attout by grandfathers to grardchilalren.

The two Power brctherc, bori io their mid 20's, and their middlo-ated father aral
his sAyear-old_hired haDd were probably rhe mo6t unjikely pardci6n6 io any of
ttre docummEd evenB of Do[able gunplay ever recorded in $e alare. wirb'tbc
United Sates already prepadlg !o go to war in Eulope, the last ihing people arourd
Graban CoMty exp€cted was for a small midng family o go to baitl_e with a four-
man poss€ ftom the Graham Counry Sheriffs office in ttre rugged caliuro Mour-
tams.

Thomas Jefferson Power Sr. hoved his famity to the Aravaipa Canyon area of
ceDtsal Graham Counry io 19@. His family consisted of three sons: Charles,
"Bud" Power, Thomas Jr. and JolD Grant. His youngest child was a favored
daughter oamed Ola Mae. ToD Smior's aged morher, Martha Jane, was with ber
son since she was already widowed.

Tom Sr. lost his wife about 1m5. He was building a home in Clifi N.M. and rho
ridgepole ofthe trou!€ collapsed while Mrs. Power was inside iasp€cting fte build-
ing before moving in. She was buried under the earth and grass used to construct
the roof alld was dead by tle time she was uncovered.

Upon movi,lg the Aravaipa Canyotr area, Tom Sr. took up some cattle leases at
R de$ake Spring, located about 20 miles south of Klondyke in the Galiuros. The
family did some Uospecting as well as handling their livestock interests.

Charles Power held Litde ilterest in the meager prospecB of ranching aod lei to
pusue his own iqterests. Tom's other sotrs wor-ked for otler cartle comfanres io tle
aiea to aid the family's fmances. Tom Jr. later admitt€d tbat he ran booiles whiskev
_into the Globe area, for a dme, under lhe protec0oo of Cila County Shc;ff Frani
daynes. 
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At about dfs time, de Powers claimed they had their frst troubles with another
pioned family living near Klondyke. Tom Jr. claimed tlat the Woofan brothers,
FraDk, W.L. and T. Kane, were caught while attemping to akive off somo of the
Po$er catde in the Squaw Creek area. They v{ere ablo to seitle any differences
widlout blood slled on that occasion.

In 1919, the Power family bought a orc{uarter inrerest ir a gold mitre located
near the north and souihjutrctions of Kielberg Canyon in lhe Galiuros. Thrs was
about eight miles south of Rasle$ake Spring. The men began to divide their rime
between ranching and developing the mhe.

GsliuroMoun&.ins lmwngsouth fn n Powet cabin.

Tmgedy struck when Tom Senior's mother, Marfha Jane, \ras killed afier fallins
froDr a wapon that was traveling on road being built out of KloDdyke anal nnnin;
p-lq P D9 Trne. A horse spooked ad bolred wiih rbe wagoo. Mrq. power wai
killed by a brokeD neck in rtre fa[.

A short time ater the accident, Tom Sr. and his sons moved inic a small los ca_
bin tbat sit! about lm yards mrth of the power mine. He located daughter Ola-Mae
in a separate cabin^a short distance away. Th€n he hired a middle-agtd, ex-cavalry
scout named Ton Sissotr to help at the mirc.

.,_DurTg rhis time. a hotiy contesed campaign was going otr for the office of sher-
ln m UralaD (.bunty. tncumbeor Tom Alger was appos€d by bjs depuiy. Roben
Frai*McBride. T. Ikne Wootan also sougir Ajgeasjob.
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Tom Jr. claimed tbat he vras approached by McBride in a sand wash near the
store in Klondyke and ofGred the job of rmder-sheriff for his help in campaigning
for McBride. Power said that he agreed to help but refus€d a! offer to become
utrder-sheriff.

T. Kane Woohn apparendy had oaher ideas o! hovr to get elected. Wmtan ap-
proached anolher rancher in the Klondyke aroa, Lee Solomon, and asked his help.
He stated lbat h€ plarmed 'to shmt the hell out of the Powers and get elected sher-
iff." Solomon wam€d against this, statillg ttrat the Powers were his friends. Tom
Jr. later wrote lhat T. Kane Wmtan coveted their mine alons wiih the offico of
sheriff.

h Novembe! 1916, Frank McBride was elected sheriff and agah offered Tom Jr.
th€ unaler-sheriffjob. Tom Jr. again declhed since by now hjs family owrcd tbree-
quarters of the gold mine. They had sold off all 6eir catde to Inlrchase a stamp mil]
that would be used to process orc fiom the mine.

On Dec. 16, 1917, arcther rragedy hit lhe hmily. The men stopped off ar Ola
Mae's cabir on their r{ay home ftom the mine to fitrd h€r writhing jn agony on het
bed. She uttered the q'ord ''poison" and died. A coroner's jury was summoned and
ruled "dead ftofir an unknowr pison." No satisfactory explanation was ever gi
ven for her death. No one was indicted or even accused of bringing about her de-
mis€.

Local rumor had it tlat she had beetr forbidden by her faiher to s€€ atroiher local
miner named Bob Robinette and may have commited suicide. Others offered the
explanation that it would be hard to do away with a female heir to the miae by the
use of gunplay and not bave motive susp€cted. In ary case, the mystery of Ola
Mae's death has trever b€€n satisfactorily explained. FroDr all material available,
the fafter ard brolhen did not show a lot of inErest in finding anythiDg out. They
apparently buried her and went back to their mine.

On May 18, l9U, President Woodrow Wilson signed rhe Selective Miliary
Conscription Act. This bill required that a[ males between the ages of21 and 30
register for possible induction into U.S. military servico. Old Tom's two sons were
in the cateSory of those requircd to register.

Irter, testimony was given that Old Tom opposed the bill and said, ''l€t Europe
$n her own wa$. " The man had lost suddenly his wifo, mother and daughter and it
j! easy to realize how he might feel about sending offhis two sons to hce a violent
death on foreigtr soil.

N@e the less, Tom Jr. aild Jobn claimed dat dey went to the post office at Re-
di.Dgton atrd att€mpted to register ard were told it was ft)t necessary. Tle postmas-
ter told them to go home and they worild be notified when thel service was re-
quired.

Keepi.Dg all the.se items in mind, it is still unclear just ivhat purpose a Graham
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Counry Sheriffs posse had in mind when it left Pima on Feb. 9, 1918 and hcaaled
for the Power mine. Io the posse was U.S. I\rErshal Franl Haynes, the former cila
County Sheriff Tom Jr. claimed had knowtedge of tris boottegging. I{at nes latet
testified tbat he had warrants for Tom Jr. and Jobr on the charge of draft evasion.

Sheriff Frank McBride, for whom Tom Jr. bad caDpaigned, was with Halaes
along wilh his under-sheriff Martin Kempton and a "specially apfninted deputy"
named T. Kaoe Wmtan. Haynes Iater testified fhat the wanant authorized him to
depuuze a one-man posse to accompany him, howevet, McBride wanted to go
along with his deputies for the purpose of looking into the dearh of Ola Mae two
Eonths before.

Bullet holes are still visible in the pov,er cabin that s in the Gati ro Mo@tains.
Photo taken in 1982.

The posse alrove fiom Pima 0o Klordyke and at Klotrdyke mounted horses to
nake the 25-mile rrip through the mounains to rhe pow;r mirc. I€aving after
dark, the metr rode aI dght tfuough a light snowstorm. They aniverl nJar the
Power_cabitrjust before alaybreak the next moming, having covered the alistarce in
about 12 hous.

Eyewimess rcsrimooy to rbe figbr is linrited !o rbe four men who survived oul of
the e jghr participaDrs.

Tom Jr. wrote thar he, Tom Sr., John and Tom Sisson hadjust rouscd ftom bed
on the moming of F€b. 10. Tom Sr. was still in his loDgiobns \rhen he lit atr oil
lamp to Fepare breakfast. The three oiher men were awake but still in their beals.
The mco_heard oDe oIlieir borses run past tbe cabin in an alparently alarmed stare
and old Tom prckcd up his ritle aod slepped to tle tionfdoor ro see shat had
starrled the horse.



Umn steDDinq out into the pre-das'n ddrkness' the old oran heard a command.
"ftto. up io,n l-as" rcpeared h{ice. Tber fttee sbots followed. Tom Jr. and
John iumDed uo iust in time !o see their fathcr fall oulside abr door' The brothers
qraUb€d iifles quicklv but had ro duck a srries of sho6 now being fired at $etn as
fuv crossed ii_ froni or *itrdows and tbe door ot de liShted cabin rhe brothcrs
pditioned tlFms€lves and retumed fire at shadowy figures in their yard.

Durina tbe brieferctranqe, about 25 shots were frrcd m a 3o-secotrd period Tbe
brotbers-both received woirnG. John had tbe bridge ofhis rcse shol offaDd wood
splinters and leaiher fiagments penetrat€d his left eye.

Tom's left eye was penetrated by glass sbards. Both men lost tle siSbt in their
wounded eyes. The brothers later testified Tom Sisson sat on his bed looking con-
fused and took no part in any shooting.

After a sho( period of rccovering their senses, the brothers moved cautio sly to
Itte door and sa; fteir tather outside. They quicHy pulled him inside after s€€irg
no movement in the yard. Their father bad been slot in tho left lung and was still
alive. They attempted to attend to him but the shock ofthe v,/ouDd causcd hin to get
up and stagger out of the cabin and actoss a sand wash in fiont of thg lrcuse.

The brothcrs soon discovered three dead man were lyhg in ftont of the cabin.
They recognized Frank McBride and T. Kane Wootan but not Ma$in Kempton.

Flreplace insiite Power cabin- Tofit Power shot Martin Kexnpton from windov
on the left of lirephce. 
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Fratrt llaynes later testified tlat upon arriving at tho cabin he positioned ahe de-
puties on the east side of thc cabin atrd h€ went to nothwest comer. He stateal that a
man ri'ith a rifle appeared at the door and was commanded to tfuow up his haDds.
By his story, anothcr man appearcd at the door and opened flre on tbe deputies,

Haynes fired several shots and rctreated arormd the comer. After a pcrioal of
stillness, he looked into the cabin and yard and could see no movement. He could
s€e only tlal Frant McBdde, who was ctosest to him, appeared to be deaal. Hayncs
went up a rise tEhind the cabin and got on bis horse to go back to Klonlyke and
Iaise tho alafm.

After seeiog the dead lawman in their yard, the power broihers and Sisson de-
cided to leave before the arrival of any otler Graham Counry officers. After mak-
ing their dying fatlrr as comfortablc as possiblo, thcy tended their os1l wounds.
gadrcred up ho.ses and weapons belonginS to thenselves and the {lead peace offi-
cers and headed sourhwest towarals Redington.

They stopped at the cabitr of a neighbor, Jay Murd@k, about a mile away. They
asked Murdock to go atrd attend their father as they did not want to be around the
cabir when any other officers arived.

^ Irle,r restimony ftos tbe Power's trcighbors starcd dar whcn lhey ancnded tom
Sr. before his dea&. hjs wound would nor bleed whcn be keDr his lrm at hjs \ide.
Whm hjs arms were rais€d above his dead, a hole in tie mirscle causcd blood to
veftoutmageyser,

Much of the testimony used to cotrvict the three men ofnrurdet came Itom the
Jive^Er-en lrescoL ar rtre Murdock camp rhat moming. Thc] were Jay Murdocl and
his htlcr. Hetrry Alleo. cowtoy Sol Ray aDd a pr ospettor oamed E.i. Knothc.

. The brorhers said rhar rhey spoke litdr oflhe everts rlLar moming and acled Mur_
do(k to go to Lheir cabio and attend to their farher who |ley rho;gbt to be dying.
Tbey ineoded ro go io Tucson and tum themselves oucr 16 nna"County Slieriit
Rye Miles, a nur with whom rhey were acquainted.

Frank Haynes made the trip out of the mounrains very quickly. News of the battle
re^ached Klondyke with llaynes at 10:30 the same noming and by noon all peace
officers itr the general area were organiziDg posses.

Upon reaching RedinSton lato in the aftemtron, the btorhers and Sisson met a
cowboy liiend and leamed tbat both Miles atrd Cochjse Counry Sheritr Har+
Wteelcr were in l-bc nrea s€3rching for rien. Feanng mobjusrice miglt cosr tbeir
ureu trws, the_ttrree men quickly decided agaiDsL surrendering to my law eoforce_
menr omcer. r nctr d€{rston was lo water their horses in tle San pedJo fuver and
hrad south for Merico, some 90 miles away. Since Sissotr had scouled in fie area
wbetr scNrtrg wirh ihe U.S. Cahary. he fek thar be coutd lead lhem ro Mexico.



Route lle Pow€r's ard,Sissot took into Mexico in 1918.

While riding through RedinSton, ah€ fugilives were passed by an open tluck fi l
of armed men. This was one of the poss€s already out searching for them. They
were not recognized as most everyone. except the peoplc around Klondyke, had rc
idea what they looked like.

By early the next day, posses from Greenleo, Pima and Gila cou ies hadjoined
men ftom Cocbrse ard Gralum coudies. Two troops of cavahy from Camp Harry
J. Jones in Douglas had becn dispatched to guard lhe border east and west of Doug-
las. ALnost every adult male capable of handlitrg a firearm and tnveling was join-
ing the search. h Safford, a coroner's jury was organized to go into ihe mountains
atrd bring out ahe Mies of the slain lawmen.

Thomas J. Power Sr. diod the aftemoon of the day he was shot. He was urccre-
moniously buried in a cjstern hole souih of ahe Power mine by ncighbors. His soDs
and Tom Sisson continued to ride souttr that evening along tho brush of the Sar Pe-
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dro River. They camp€d near the river ibat night and headed toward Cochise the
next day. That day they swapped a mule taken from oft of the slain posseman for a
hors€ at the Cross X ranch.

At ihis point of lhe manhuni, the Powers and Sisson bccame the responsibility of
Cochise Couaty Sheriff Wheeler. Whe€ler was not a strangcr to manhrmring or
dealing with desperate men. He sicod only 5'4" tall but lud the reputation of a
giant. He hadjoined fte Arizom Rangers io 1904. While in dle Rangers, hc advan-
ced to thc ranl of sergeant and finally replaced Tom RyminS as capCain in 1907.
During his ranger servico he had bcen forced to slay four men.

meeler was later elected sheriff aod in July, 1917 ramodded the deportatior of
1,100 miners Iiom Bisbee. These miners were members of the Intemational
Workers of the World, or "Wobblies," and wcrc said to bc Gcrman sympathizers.
Whccler had appointed almost any non'member of dre IWW as a deputy and forced
the Wobblies into boxcars to be transported to a desert camp near Columbus, N.M.

The Powers and Sisson feared Wheeler more tlun usual sincc fic cowboy that
they mel at Redington told them that Whceler had become vcry excited when aold of
dle shooting and said h€ would not bdng fte tbree in alive.

After swapping the nrule for the horse at Cochiso, drc Powers and Sisson contin-
ued east or the railroad Eacks after dark and umed souih. Camping on fhc side ofa
molmtain and keeping one man awal€ to watch, they passed the second night. The
next day they went on south toward Pearce. The pocses were already concentrating
iheir cfforts in ahis area sincc it was knowr drat a grcat many draft cvaalers wcre
camp€d in the Dngoon Mountains near Cochise Sronghold and it was belicved dlo
Power bothcrs might be trying tojoin them.

The tfuee fugitives reached Pearce after dark the second day and went to a local
family to buy food. Almost immediately posse mcmbcrs bcgal to scour the arca.
TIc brothers were allowing drcmselvcs to be grided by Sisson ard lhey later stated
tiat from Pearce Sisson got lost ard sarted heading toward Dos Cabezas, slighdy
to the norlh. By moming they lud righted themrlves and Eavoled toward aho Chir-
icahua Mountahs.

Since leaving Pearce, tle men bad seen poss€men a]read and in back of them arld
decided 6at if ftey stayed oD horseback while traveling through ihe mormtains,
thcy would b€ easier to track. So on drc third day dley made a decisio! to tum thcir
moun$ loose and go forth on foot. It took them approxiinatcly three atays to closs
the Chiricahuas sinco winter snowstorms slowed thcir progress,

SheriffWheeler lad enlisted ihe aid of four Apache trackers by this time, Tom
Power reported seeing men searching for them all during their trip tkough tlrc
nounains. He later told Wlecld and Douglas Police Chief Percy Bo\'r'den tlat they
came nithitr rock tlrowing drstance of him, John and Sisson. He said if tlrcy had
been discovered tiey had decided to shoot it out with the lawmen rather than be a-
ken m,
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After a Friod of about l0 alays, the mcn crossed the San Bermrdino Valley south
of Rodeo, N.M., ar1d headed east toward ihe Peloncillo Momtains. In this ar€a,
hmger forced them to shoot and butcher some catde since alrnost cvery house or
ranch had poss€ members around it. Being extremely weary by this time, the men
camped for priods when they felt that their trackers were not tm close. Thcy spcnt
tbiee days in the Big llarchet Mormtains south of Hachita, N.M., b€fore dley cros-
sed the Intemational Bounalary into Mexico.

Afier 28 days of fliglL the three tired men were capturcd by U.S. cava]rymen
stationed in Hachita and headed by Maj. Wolcoft P. Hayes. The cavalry had cut the
brothers' aJId Sisson's sign at ihe boraler and pursued thcm ciSht miles into Mexico
where thcy had surrendered without incident. The soldiers made a quick exit fiom
Mexico for fear ofencountering Mexican rcgulars who werc also on the lookout for
the tugitives.

Once captur€d, the [hree men were tumed over to civilian officials at campbell's
wells. Thc civilians Ealsported the men back to Safford and they were at times put
on display like caged \'/ild animals for local citizens to see.

At Safford, their atromey, James Fielder, secued a change of venue to Gre€nlee
Counry for their Eial. ArizoDa had no death penalty at the time; however, a Iynch
mob was feared as ihe tbree slain lawmen all had large families living in thc Safford
area. The four dead mcn had lcft a total of2 1 children fatherless and dlree widows.

On May 13, 1918, $e Powers' and Sisson's tdal began in Cliftotr. The chiefwit-
nesses for the pros€culion were Flant Hayrcs and Jay Murdock. Tom Jr. later
wrote tbat Murdock really got to exercisc a Sifi he had for lying during dleir trial.
Haynes also apparently gave some conflicting testrmony. Tlrc hothers always
maintained aftcrward tbat drey were denied the oppoftmity to present any witnesscs
in their o*n defcnse,

All tbree fian were convicted of firct degrcc murdcr on May 17 by ajury dlat was
out only 30 minutes. Otr May 20, Greenlee Counfy Superior Court Judge Frank B.
l,aine sentenced all thee to be imprisoncd for the rest of their natural lives. TIrc
trar$cript of their uial rc longer can be found, pcrhaps because ahe Power brothers
attempted to gain access to it for later parole hearings. The brothers and Sisson
went to Florence on May 22, 1918.

For the 54-year-old Sisson, it would bc a life sentence. He died at the prison hos-
pital on Jarury 23, 1957.

Tom and Jotm Power worked at various jobs in the pnson while attempting to
have their case rcviewed. They maintained that the lawmen surounded their cabin
bcfore dawfi and shot their fader as he ]reld his hands up. Tlrcy did not know at
whon dley were firing during the ensuing batde. Their story nevcr cbanged
tbroughout their lives.

Tom Power made two €scaies from Florence, one ilr 1924 and anoder in 1939
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Johlr accompained Tom and another aged convict in the 1939 cscapc. Both times ihc
men wcrc recaptued ard retumcd to prisotr_ The brorhcrs stcadfasdy held ilat &e
or y reason for the two oscapcs was that relatives or closc fiiends of tle slain law-
men had been hired as guards or admhistrators at drc prison for the express pur-
Pose of assassinating them.

In a state where the average life sentence at the time was seven yea$, the Powers
and Sisson were denied any parole hearing until December 17, 1952. About 20 rela-
tives of the slain peace officers appeared to successfully oppose their release. O e
reason givcn for opposing their release was that &ey werc too old and tm loDg in
pnson to take care ofthemselves in the outside world.

Iohn Pov,er, top photo, snil Tom Power at the time of theb oanle fmm The
Arimna Slate Prison,



In 1958 a reportor fron the ArizoDa Republic named Don Dedera began a cam-
paign in his column to wjn the two brothers aDother hearing in which so e suppres-
sed facts could be brought to light. On Apdl20, 1960 Dedera was successfrrl. The
two aged men weDt before ihe troard and did something that they had rcfused to do
for the past 42 years, They asked to be forgiven and said that tley tm would for-
give. The Parole Board rulcd in tbeir favor alld they won releaso after spending
most oftheir adilt lives as convicts.

The two men weot to the wrllcox area and worked at odd ranch jobs in their re-
Daining years. In 1962 Dedera again helFd the brothers by writing several
columtrs to aid them in a bid to win a ful pardon and re$me the rigbts of citizen-
ship. This again was a long process atrd &€ir pardotr was not signed utrtil JaD. 25,
1969 by Gov. Jack WilliaDs.

John Power eventually moved back to the old family home near Klielberg can-
ym. He lived in lhe shaft of ihe mw abandoned Power mine and prospected ir the
Galiuos. T@ spent his time around Tbatcber, Klondyke and Sunset and wrote a
manuscript conceming ttre Power affair. Tom died in Sunset on September 11,
1970 after casting the first vote of his life in a pdmary el€ction several days earlier.

John Power eventually moved into Klondyke for healih reasons. He did retum to
lhe old family hone in 1t2 to ove$ee the removal ofhis father's remams ftom the
cistem hole where thcy had lain for 54 yea$. He Eansferred his father's bones to
the Klonkyke C€metery to join Tom Jr., Ola Mae and Martha JaDe Power. Jo}n
bought headstones for a ihe family and otr hi! father's he bad carved an epitaph
tbat remains a vindication of the Powers aad Sissonr "T.J. POWER SR.. SHOT
DOWN WITH HANDS UP IN HIS OWN DOOR.''

Jobn G. Power died in his trailer home behind the Klonkyke Store on Apdl 5,
1976 and now rcsts with his family in the little cactus-shrdded cemetery that sits on
a small hill overlooking Klondyke.-

About the Author
Dar R. Roberrr ir a U. S. B orabr Patol agent who resides in Douglat. He became

itttercstd ia the Power bothers and Sis"son afur he discovered he 
"ras 

tacking
@ple in the coMty the PoweB ad Sisso/l had Iled through morc tbaa 60 years
lEfore. He's also wiuen othet articles ak tt the incident and on vario s histttical
subiects \Alhich have beeb Dtiblished elsewhere.
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A Tribute to Winifred Meskus

By Clndy Hayost€k

Witrifted Meskus brought an iomeasuable amout of enthusia.sm atd experience
to the Cochjse County Historical and Archeaological Sociery.

Meskus died in Douglas otr Sept. 22, 1987. I{er death cieated a void in CCHAS
as well as several other local orgadzations.

Meskus was bom Nov. 13, 1910 in Boston, tr4ass. She lived part ofher early life
itr Dallas. Texas.

Two of her fust jobs reere helping stat up Btue CrossBlue Shield progra$s in
Dallas and Detrcit. During World War II, Meskus worked for the federal govem-
ment in Washington, D. C.

After the war as a member of fte Balkan Comnission, she traveled to Greece to
observe first-band and report on the civil war tbere. The conrmissiotr also traveled
to other countries in the area - Romania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia.

Meskus worked for the U.S. State DeparEnent and later for t!€ United Nations.
She also had be€o atr employee of the Fuod for the Repubtic, a part of the Ford
Foundation,

At the time of her retirement in 1970, Meshrs was working for the Council on
Founalations. After retirement, slre moved to rte CaDary Islands to m.n4ge a
cousin's estate,

She canre to Douglas in 1978 to live witl lotrg-tim€ frieDd, Marjorie Dawe. The
two had become friends in the Iate 1950s.

Sbordy after her arrival, Meskus b€cane involved with CCHAS. She was elected
secretary and later president and vice-Fesident.

Despite this, "The Quarterly was her real love," said Dawe. ..She always likeal
to wdte. "

Meskus s€rved on the Quarcrly editorial board. When shejohed CCHAS, the
Quarterly was b€hind several issues, said Dawe, alld as a result, the sociery }r'as los-
rDg meubers.

Me\kus in ber Sracious. efficienr way becane tbe moviog force on $e edilorial
board aod rumed &e Quanerly in a viable publicatioo. ODe-re,sutt. said Dawe, was
membersbip ircrcased fiom about 70 people to 375.

Meskus also served on the bixrd of dircctors of the Douglas Y.W.C.A. and was
ia treasurer at the time ofher death.

"The socicry and the Y.W. - rhoso were her two loves," said Da*,e. ..She also
worked with the Douglas An Association and her church. She was always happy to
help anybody b any way she could. "

One way Meskus helfEd CCHAS was by representiog the society at various
meetings around the saF. Just how well knowt Meskus was is evidenced by the
coDEibutions coming in0o a memorial frlrd set up in bcr name.''It's been a rema rkable repotrse, " said Dawe, wbo's treasurer of CCHAS.

Donatic'ns to the Winifred Meskus Flmd shdid be smt b: The Cochise County
Historical aDd Archcaologi.alSociery. Box 8t8. DouSlas. AZ,85608,



Memb€rship in the Cochise County Illstorical rnd Archaeological Society is
opeo without regmd to color, race, religion or national origir upolr paymcnt of dues
s€t amually by lhe Board of Dircctors. For 1987 dues are: Iodividual $10; Fanily
$ 12; Life Menbenhip $250; Non-profit instiurtion ad businqss $15. CCHAS' tax-
exempt satus utrder S€ctic 501(cX3) was gnnted December 1971 .

Membership itr the Society ircluales a subscription to The Cochise Quarterly, do
Ne$shtter ad other CCHAS mailings in the caled.ar year ofpayment of dues, as
well as panicipation with vote itr neetings, participation ln field trips and, after
meeting certain rcquiremerts, the right to engage in arclaeological activitics of the
Society.

The Cochise Quarterly, a joumal of souaheastem Ariona history and archcology,
conhins articles by qualified writers as well as reviews of books on history and ar-
cheolos/ in the area. It is a CCHAS publication. Contdbrtions are welcome. MaD-
uscripts should be submitted to dre Edilorial Conmittee, P.O. Box 818, Douglas,
A285608{818.
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